
 

DRAFT TERMS OF REFERENCE FOR LOCAL PLAN WORKING GROUP   
 

Introduction 
Breckland Council Cabinet agreed on 8th January 2013 to establish a Local Plan 
Working Group to oversee the preparation of a Local Plan to replace the adopted 
Local Development Framework. The new Local Plan will be in conformity with the 
National Planning Policy Framework and informed by local evidence relating to 
Breckland and the wider area.   This recommendation was ratified by the meeting of 
Council on 24th January 2013.   

 
Context 
The Government’s approach to planning is placing more emphasis on local 
responsibility for shaping policy.  The publication of the National Planning Policy 
Framework in March 2012 requires: 

• a review of current development plan policies, 

• work around what defines sustainable development in Breckland; 

• the development of new ways of working through the new “duty to cooperate” 

• some consideration of the role which Neighbourhood Planning will play in decision 
making and how this work can link to the Councils Local Plan policies, and 

• some consideration of the types and kinds of development management policies 
required in a Local Plan. 

 
Purpose 
To advise the Executive on the content of future development plan policy for the 
District and make recommendations for changes to policy and processes. 
 

Objectives 
 
1. To draw Members attention to relevant national planning policy guidance and good 
practice and the implications for policy at the local level. 
 
2. To consider innovative approaches to plan preparation that draw on best practice 
and exemplar methodologies. 
 
3. To agree priorities for work to progress strategy and policy development. 
 
4. To identify gaps in the evidence base and the mechanisms for addressing that 
gap; to develop the outputs of technical work and other information into policy. 
 
5. To shape and develop draft policy documents, including accompanying 
sustainability appraisal and Habitats Regulations Assessment, agreeing them for 
progression to the Executive or for consultation. 
 
6. To advise on the integration of planning policy with other objectives the District 
Council wishes to achieve, in particular those related to growth. 
 
7. To work with partners [particularly other Local Authorities; planning stakeholders; 
relevant organisations and agencies and consultees] to address strategic planning 
issues that cross boundaries and to develop local outcomes from ‘duty to cooperate’ 
processes. 

 



8. To shape the Statement of Community Involvement, agreeing it for progression to 
the Executive or for public consultation  
 
9. To shape the Local Development Scheme and recommend to the Executive its 
submission to the Secretary of State, and to bring the Local Development Scheme 
into effect on approval by the Secretary of State. 
 
10. To consider Neighbourhood Planning initiatives and their implications for 
Breckland Council. 

 

 
The Operation of the Group 
The group will agree a programme of work and a frequency of meetings that reflects 
the priorities it identifies. 
The group will be supported by Officers from the Council’s Planning Service, working 
in partnership with Capita Symonds, and by other relevant officers as necessary.    
The group will comprise of at least 3 Members of the Executive; a Chairman will be 
elected at the first meeting  
Minutes and action points will be recorded for all meetings 
The terms of reference for the group and the priorities for work will be reviewed 
annually and a general progress report of activity made to the Executive, Overview & 
Scrutiny and Planning Committee quarterly. 
The group may receive presentations or evidence from partner organisations, 
including Town and Parish Councils, when considering the content of the draft Local 
Plan. 

 

 

 


